
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 

Postscript: 
In 2008 work continued to control the elm bark beetle population in the Sompting area to reduce pressure on the 

Brighton area.  Also, experimental work was carried out on tree line hedgerows to assess the effects of thinning and top 
reduction which could refine future methods and costs. 

 
This was carried out partly by volunteers, and partly by a combination of two-thirds public and one-third private 

landowner funding (eg Sompting Estate). 
 

There is an urgent need for a sustained program of funding to provide continuity in the management.  Funding needs to 
be flexible so as to respond to grub infestation as and when it is found in this barrier region, rather than being constrained 
by budgets to leave the grubs to go forth and multiply causing much higher recovery cost later on.  The outlay required 

for “stitch in time” control of the beetles is small compared with the cost of losing and felling the remaining mature elms. 
 

 
Below:  work in Lambleys Lane, Sompting, 2008. 

 

Work in Lower Dancton Lane,  
Sompting, 2008 
 


